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3QED THt ^ 

lY MEDAL, 

The/Fifty Dollar Gold Medal 
of the 
Western New York 
Horticultural Society, 

July, 1901, 
after three years trial. 

The first fruit to receive 
is grand prize. Also re- 
ived HIGHEST AWARD 
givfcl any new fruit at the 
PAN-AVIERICAN EXPOSITION. 




To ivhom it may concern: 

CbiS iS tO Certify that the Perfection Currant, 

photographed natural size. 



Now Introduced by 



Nurserymen. 



Rochester, N. Y., July 19th, 1902. 
grown by C. M. Hooker & Sons 

s j J. A. WILLIAMSON, 
, signed | w _ A _ L OVELL, Mgr. 

C. M. HOOKER & SONS, 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. Established 1856. 



THE PERFECTION CURRANT. 

fives us great pleasure to be able to offer to the public a limited number of plants 
^Perfection Currant. 

lis grand new fruit was originated by Charles G. Hooker of our firm, by crossing the 
^s Prolific with the White Grape currant, with a view to combining the large size and 
>r of the Fay with the good quality and productiveness of the White Grape. 
From quite a number of plants of this cross, the Perfection was selected as the best, 
1 after a trial on our grounds for a number of years, proved so satisfactory, and superior 
in many respects, combining as it does the good qualities of both parents, that we decided 
to enter it for the $50 Gold Barry Medal of the Western N. Y. Horticultural Society. We 
also sent plants of the Perfection to the N. Y. State Agricultural Experiment Station at 
Geneva, N. Y. for testing there, in competition with about sixty varieties in their trial 
block, including all the best varieties in cultivation. The result of the trial for four years 
at the station has been exceedingly satisfactory to us, Perfection coming out at the head 
of all introduced varieties on its general merits. We take pleasure in referring the 
reader to the letter of Prof. S. A. Beach, Horticulturist of the station, in regard to the 
Perfection. See third page. 

DESCRIPTION. 

The Color is a beautiful bright red. Size as large or larger than Fay, the 

clusters averaging longer. The size of berry is well maintained t°-he endofX>, e bunch. 
The Perfection has a long stem'from point of attachment to the /ush to the filStjberry, 
making it is easy to pick without crushing any of the berries. 

Productiveness. The Perfection is a great bearer, resembling its parent the 
White Grape in this respect, superior to the Fay or any other largeport with which .y e 

are acquainted. / . , , 

On account of this great productiveness, the plants should be kept well cultivatea ana 
fertilized, as should all heavy bearers. Under these conditions they Mil regulany produce 
heavy crops of large fruit of the very best quality. / 

The season of ripening is about the same as that of the Cherry or i ay. 

Quality. Rich, mild, sub-acid, plenty of pulp with few seeds. jLess acid and of bet- 
ter quality than any other large currant in cultivation. The Whilfe Grape has always 
been considered one of the best varieties for table use, and th'eieffect..of this strain is 
plainly seen in the very fine quality of Perfection. (Read what Prelf. Beach has to say 
about the quality of Perfection.) f . , 

Vigor and Healthfulness. In habit of growth it is intermediate between its 
parents Fay and White Grape, with remarkably large healthy foliage. 




BARRY MEDA_. ^=aa=sss^ ^ 

The $50 Go\ a Medal of the Western fc. Y, Horticultural Society. 

There lias bee^V standing offer of this medal by the society since 1891 to the orig lnator 
of any new fruit of sach superior mfc^it as to be thought worthy of it by a committee, a iiei 
three .years trial and examination by( them. The Perfection was duly ^nter^ea 101 tnis 
medal and unanimourfv awarded illn July 1901, being tn»-,,. -rrun. tnougnt worthy to 
receive this great prtifc. The report of the committee is as follows : 
THE PERFECTION CURRANT. 
Originated hyjt. G. Hooker, Rochester, N. Y. cross between Fay's Prolific and White 
r™n P s££m ¥r pening same as Cherry and Fay. Color, bright red, a good grower. 
S very large larger than Fay and Cherry. Clusters very long. Very productive 
reslmblTng hefwhite^Grape in this respect. Quality, very fine. Not so acid a * Fay and 
othe? red sorts. As a table currant cannot be surpassed . _ A yery important fact is that 
ifha r s a tigVm from fruit to aUachmenUo^anc^, making it easy to pick 

P C. REYNOLDS, Rochester, N. Y. 
J. B. COLLAMER, Hilton, N. Y. 



Committee. 



T 




Fac Simile 
Pan-Am. 
Medal. 



The Perfection also received this same year 1901, the highest award given any new 
fruit at the Pan-American Exposition. See letters from H. E. Van Deman and F. E. Dawley. 

'WS have tie Perfection in fruiting on our grounds beside the Fay's Prolific, President Wilder, Cherry, 
Bed Cross, Po.nona and other sorts, and will he pleased toshowits superiority to all interested during the 
fruiting season.. It has now fruited with us for a number of years, and has never failed to produce large 
crops of fruit of the finest quality. We therefore feel justified in introducing the Perfection with great 
confidence as worthy of extensive trial, believing it has a great future before it. 

For description and opinions of its merits we can not do better than refer to the report of the commit- 
ted of the Western N. Y. Horticultural Society and the letters of a few well known nurserymen and horti- 




cult^i 



irists who have seen and tested the Perfection. 



Agricultural Experiment Station, 

Geneva, N. Y., July 6, 1901. 
4)ear Sirs— Cuttings of .the Perfection Curran 
'fere furnished to tttfs station in 1897, for the pur- 
pose of testing the variety. The plants have made 
a moderately strong growth. Although they have 
not yet reached full size, or mature habit of 
jrowth,"they are very productive. In form of bush 
snd health and vigor of foliage, the Perfection iS: 
intermediate between its parents, Fav and White 
Grape. The fruit is borne along the old wood 
much like that of the White Grape. On the aver- 
age the size of cluster and size of berry both 
exceed that of Fay and so far as I know equal that 
ol aivy variety which has yet been disseminated. 
The tmit is usually uniformly large to the tip of the 
cluster,, its largest berries are fully equal to the 
largest of the Comet. While on the average its 
fruit is not quite so large as that of the Comet, its 
clusters average longer. The pulp is less seedy 
Mid considerably better in quality. The stem of 
me cluster is free from berries near its attachment 
to the plant, thus making it easy to pick. The,' 
color is r« soj.d somewhat lighter than tbffi 

Pay . totovcnrBBdffljMJty x consider it distinctly 
better +%n Fay or Clierry-;^!^^^. i do not tol i ow 
°r_aj»i/ l ,hor large currant m cuTn^ti«i J _aiatj( s its 
-t.Ms respect. It ripens about witi 1 / -r? a ~ 
,. . Taking all iliinga into ocmsiac/ f,"£ 

f To not hesitate to pronounce it a most exFatmn. 
variety for either home use or market. 1° ellel 
Very truly yours, S. A. BEACH 

Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y, July 
My Dear Sirs-The specimens of currants J&?°^ 
mf table for some time before they were <M?J£ 
Therefore,! was ?^**^$SK t %£. 
thev were in a fresh condition. Ihe <-m3at er „ „_ A 
thfberries were vmwiOj large and^^and 
struck me as being very attractive, am * wu t T 
saw of them I should judge it to be jM^misTkg 
s°rt Y0Ur8Vel ' J L ta 'H! y BAIL^ VV 

Prof, of Horticulture, Cornel)p^^ versity 

Geneva, N. Y !; July 17 ( 19) 2. 
Gentlemen— IVe are in receipt ol your f avJr of 
the 14th ; also sample of Perfection Currant. We 
think you have selected a good nfeme for tie cur- 
rant, as it is about as near theideUl currant as any : 
we have seen, having large berries, long bunch, 
aud we take your word for its being the great 
cropper that you say it is. We are plea^a to hav^ 
»n oDPortunity to see the fruit. 
a P Very truly yours, W . & T. SMITH CO . 




Syracuse, N. Y., July 1", 1902. 
Gentlemen — We are in receipt of your favor of the 
15th with the sample of Perfection Currant", 
which certainly are large, handsome, aud of good 
flavor. Wo should regard this as a very great 
acquisition, and it should be popular and bring 
you a good financial return. 

Yours truly, SMITHS & POWELL. 

Ki-cbester, N. Y., Feb. 26, 1902. 
Gentlemen— 1 have vatched your now Currant, 
called Perfection, will interest, and it appears to 
me to be an introductim of much value. 
Yours truly, -\\ C. BARKY, 

Pres't of <Jlhvanger As Barry Co., 
Mt. Hope Nurseries 

Rocheter, N. Y., March 3, 1903. 
Gentlemen— Agreeable with your request I am 
pleased to record the fac that I bW the oppor- 
tunity for several succssive seasons of seeing 
your new Perfection Crrunt ad grown on your 
home grounds. Its goodqualitieA impressed me 
very favorably Its largoizc, lortg clusters, hand- 
some, rod color, productive?,? aif\ superb quality, 
make it a valuable acquHion. w 1% bushes were 
healthy, aud you will reumbeiff, bo*, a tine crop 
of fruit. Yours trv, § JOi>^ HALL 



JJatavvwJ 



, MareDta 1902. 



~ >3earSirs— Am gladTo-sgfthat on exhi.i'tinn '„ t 
the r-S^Americau I was Mticularly well iip" aP d 
with your exumit of the Pf fection Currant ™» 
clusters were long and wel tilled with large,' bt, n 
tiful and highl. y flavored fait. 

/ Yours very trul , NELSON BOGUE. 

L ' ^ Gueva, N. Y., July 14, 1899 

/torS^j-Wereceiydfromyou on the 10th' a 
simple of your Pertetion Currant, which we can 
unhesitatingly say, j one of the best currauts we 
iave seen for this sfison of the year. Its large xi2*k 
its fine clusters, am its general appearance, per- 
. nuts us to truthfijy say that it is worthy of dis- 
semination; and as oon as you have it for sale, 
we would like to jirchase some plants for our 
- trial grounds. Yours very truly, 

E. SMITH & SONS. 

_ ., _ T Painesville, O., July 16. 1902. 

Gentlemen— Wr a re in receipt of your sample box 
of Perfection Qrrants, for which accept thanks. 
It certainly isif line quality and a fine bunch and 
berry. We a e much pleased with the fruit, and if 
iir ls » good Power and producer, it is all right. 
Would be g\d to receive circulars when issued 
Ycirs truly, 

THE STORRS & HARRISON CO. 



Rochester, N. Y., August 16, 1901. 
My Dear Sir — I am very much pleased to hear 
that you have been awarded the Barry Medal, of 
the Western New York Horticultural Society tor 
your new red Currant Perfection. I am sure the 
committee has made no mistake, as ihe variety 
has real merit, and you are to be congratulated on 
producing so good a thing. As I saw it growing 
on your place side by side with Cherry, Fay's 
Prolific, North Star, Prince Albert, Pomona, Wilder 
and others, it certainly outclassed them all and 
will take a large place in the popular heart as it is 
not only a great cropper but much sweeter and 
more pleasant to the taste than other sorts. 
Respectfully yours, 

CHAS. J. BROWN, 
Pres't. of Brown Bros. Co., Continental Nurseries 

Pan-American Exposition, July 12, 1901. 
Dear Sirs — Your favor at baud. The Currants 
came through in tine shape, and are the largest of 
anything we have had so far. Have entered them 
as you suggested Will you send more later to 
keep np the display ? 

Yours, F. E. DAWLEY, 
Ass't Sup't N. Y. State Hort. Exhibit. 

Pan-American Exposition, July 25, 1901. 
Dear Sirs — Your recent letters have been 
received, also twr) loto of wpeciiuens of new Cur- 
rant, which you have named "Perfection." All 
of them have been carefully examined by me, and 
I am glad to say that there have been no better 
specimens of any variety oi this fruit shown here. 
However we have had several new varieties, and 
some of them were exceedingly hne. Your exhibit 
has been properly entered by Mr. Dawley. 
Yours sincerely, H. E. VAN DEMAN, 

Pomological Juror. 

Rochester, March 4, 1902. 
Dear Sirs— Last summer I had the pleasure of 
seeing your new Currant Perfection in fruiting on 
your grounds in Brighton. I was very favorably 
impressed with its good qualities, its large size, 
good color and productiveness make it a very 
desirable Currant for either home use or for mar- 
ket. Wishing you much success in its introduction 
I am, Yours very truly, . 

LEVIS CHASE, 
Pres't of Chase Bros. Co., Mw England Nurseries 

Baltimore, Md., July 16, 1902. 
Dear Sirs — Your favor o/ "the 14th, also sample 
box of Perfection Currants was received in good 
• condition. They are as /arge if not larger jti—i 
any variety we have eveiseen, and the quai?,^ 
excellent, and if productive it should certainly k? 
a money mak/.r. YouB truly, 

^.NKLINPAVIS NURSERY CO. 



nio hSJS Perfectionl 
£f "Schlthank; 
„ "i ty of the berry i 
to be a valua 




Shenfndoah, la., July 16, 1902. /, 
Gentlemen— Saimple of pour Perfection Currant.* 
received. It is *!ertainl quite an acquisition to" 
the currant I'Jm. the fuit being large and of 
uniform size ¥ qualif good. 

1 Respptfully, D. S. LAKE. 



Gdeva, N. Y., July 16, 1902. 
..j+of the 14th, also the sain- 
[ grants at hand, for »"'< j r 
■judging frpm and 
/'/length of oldster, itwould 
. I'/e acquisition- I shill be 
,±eased to have a cireui ar in re i a tion to it aid to 
get prices on it as soon a, vou issue them. 



Yours tru ly> H , e. MERRIlL. 



„ ,. Geneva, N.Y., March 18, 1902. 

Gentlemen--, r „ , _ tn V our letter would say rue 
Perfection C^r/^hSTn exhibition at the 
Pan-Americatf,^i„ t p A " „ rea t degree ot atten- 
tion, and I regS*f t a f s teing S one of the best of the 
new currants lC had SI opportunity of tort- 
SSV P I eel ^ 8 fc «e any one desiring a go 01 * 0 ™ 
rant tor family us llan do n0 oe tter than to make 
an investment in >iig fruit Therefore it affords 
me much pleasure v !( , ommena it to the public. 

Yours vei itrn i J , j s. D. WILLAKU^ 

1 Dannie N. Y., July 22, 1902. 
„ Dear Sir— Your favor, t tll6 16 th, and samples oi 
currants both came duljt,, i iana I have to thanK 
you for your kindness i» permitting me to see 
your new currant, in whicyf am o-reatlv interested. 
It certainly has remarkablt s i ze and beauty and 
seems to merit all, and moi« than all I sa ld ot i t- 
I am glad that the first Barn Medal should go to 
such a meritorious introduction and I heartily 
congratulate you ou having tie honor of produc- 
ing so good a thing. 

Very sinceiely yours, 
.JL GEO. A. SWEET. 

- Fredonia. N. Y, July 19. 1902 

Gentlemen— Yours of the aith receive^, also a 
sample box of your new Currant Perflation, which 
arrived in good condition. The berries are of good 
size aud also the clusters. The sUn seems to be 
thru but firm, and we notice the seeds separate 
readily. This new currant ought to be a valuable 
acquisition to our list of currants. 

Yours truly, 

T. S. HUBBARD CR,.' 

( 

New Carlisle, O , July 17, (1902. 
flear Sirs— The sample bunches of Perfection 
/urrant came to hand and we are much ple-flsed 
faith them. They resemble Red Cross some in 
appearance. The quality is first-class. If ft is 
' prolific you certainly have a good thing, as the 
, fruit is certainly fine. 

Very respectfully, 

W. N. 8CARFF. 




Princeton, 111., July 18, 190? ■ 
Gentlemen— Tom: favor of the 14th received, aso) 
samples of Perfection Currants. Must say tl>** I, 
the specimens are very fine, and if fruit conti"> e f 1 
to equal the sample, and the bush is strong ana \ 
vigorous it will be a great acquisition to our* 1 ?* 9* 1 
currants. What we need is a currant wi' 1 frmt ' 
of the size of Cherry and Fay, with iongJl uster s 
and a strong vigorous bush that will sta> du P wen 
from the ground. Hope that you have o* 1 *: J 16 \ 
shall want some plants for our Experi}> ent . st;at1011 " 
for testing. Wishing you much suec* with tne 
new venture, I am, Your|truly. R r>j>YANT. 

Extract from C™W3Ss!^m»? % 
*W*TO5fiieater. N. y„ send us chXteP ' 
r'.Srant introduced by tbem, the IVfe, 
very large. handsi»±ii^-£*'iiit, the£&7J 
feiaree to four inches in length, her 
v .' n t>jt old Cherry or larger. It was hart 
size ojgh to judge of the flavor, or color 
enoutrently had not reached its full depth. J 
appa|nt received the $50.00 gold Barry Medal of' 
curri/Pestern New York Horticultural Society, and 
ii "^.J'ghest award to any new fruit at the Pan- 
. e ifriean Exposition. 



_ We hare but a limiva number of pli n ts of 7^(erjK ion to ofler for deliver y! fall of 
1902 and spring of 1903i Orders will btbookpd ana<yMed at the following- prices so long 
as the supply remains urf so ic|. No. 1 plan S) 1 Jear old ^■eaeh ; $10 per dozen, $5 per one- 
half dozen. In order to protect our eustoiers fipm unscrupulous dealers we have decided 
to send the Perfection out kinder our own s,al. See that ewch plant bears the following 
seal. I \ 



VREDENBURQ & OO. f 
ROCHESTER N. y. 





